Additionally, there are 3 buttons to the right of the breaker
lever as shown on Exhibit A.  They are labeled and one starts
the pick breakers to running when held in for about 2 seconds;
another button starts the conveyor belt moving after the pick
breakers have started? and the third button is a stop button
which will stop both the pick breakers and the belt conveyor
from moving, but the circuit breaker does not open until the
lever is pushed down.  Although Goroncy thinks it is safe to
shovel coal out of the feeder with only the breaker switch
pushed down, he would feel safe about having a person work in-
side the feeder near the pick breakers only with the cathead
on the feeder cable withdrawn at the power center.

17.  Goroncy made the decision to discharge Nixon and
Cronin.  In doing so, he did not take into consideration that
neither of them had ever previously refused to obey a work order
given by their supervisor.  Goroncy said that it was important
that discipline be maintained, because Peabody is responsible
for all personnel and discipline is easily eroded if employees
can ignore a section foreman's work orders without giving a
reason which management can consider and evaluate at the time
the employee refuses to obey the order.  Goroncy thinks that
the issue of Simms having ordered Nixon and Cronin to get into
the feeder to shovel coal was raised for the first time at the
arbitration hearing.

18.  Ralph Simms1 testimony agreed in general with the
findings made above.  He agrees that he was confronted with a
number of production problems during the early part of the
shift on June 23, but he considers them to have been routine

in nature.  He agrees that there were broken trailing cables and
problems with curtains and water hose connections, but he said
that his first real difficulty occurred about 9:30 p.m. when
the conveyor chain on the feeder broke just as a shuttle car
was dumping coal on it.  He said that he tried to get the feed-
er out of the belt entry so that a shuttle car could be used as
a substitute, temporary feeder, but the tram chain broke, there-
by leaving the feeder stalled partially in the second crosscut
from the face and partially in the belt entry.  At that point
he knew he could not produce any more coal, so he left the feed-
er and made a tour of the face giving orders to the miners to
hang curtainsr take the cutting machine to the track for re-
placement of a tire, and requesting Nixon, Cronin, and Hart to
assist down at the feeder.

19.  Simms1 testimony varies from Nixon's and Cronin's in
important respects from the point that DeMoss, Bizic, Hart,
Nixon, and Cronin gathered at the feeder.  Simms said they first
tried to get the tram chain repaired and that DeMoss, Bizic, and
Hart were working on that while he asked Cronin to get two
shovels to shovel coal out of the feeder.  Simms agreed that
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